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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Town of Wadesboro awarded nearly $850,000 grant 
for Streetscape Project


WADESBORO, N.C. (Oct. 20, 2025) – The Town of Wadesboro has been awarded $847,605 from the N.C. Department of Commerce to support its streetscape project.

The grant will fund 1,400 linear feet of improvements along Wade, Rutherford and Martin streets to include tree gates, streetlights, pavers, electrical needs and ADA accessible features.
The award is part of $9.8 million in total funding for 21 grant requests approved by the Rural Infrastructure Authority, which reviews and approves funding requests from local governments. The RIA operates under the N.C. Department of Commerce’s Rural Economic Development Division.
Wadesboro’s award is one of four approved statewide under the Rural Downtown Economic Development program in the public infrastructure category.

“This is the first time the Town of Wadesboro has received this specific rural economic development grant,” said Town Manager Wiley Ross. “This grant approval is proof of the progress we are making in positioning Wadesboro to attract business and industry. This is not just an investment in infrastructure but in the community and the future of Wadesboro.”

Mayor Fred Davis said the grant will enhance Wadesboro’s charm and economy. “This project represents more than new sidewalks and lights. Every improvement strengthens our local economy, supports our small businesses and shows our residents and visitors that Wadesboro is a town on the move.”

“Investing in North Carolina’s rural communities brings more opportunity to every corner of the state” said Governor Josh Stein in his announcement of the grants. “These recent grants create jobs, improve quality of life, and attract businesses that support rural development and help make our state stronger and more prosperous.”

N.C. Commerce Secretary Lee Lilley said success in rural communities is essential to the success of North Carolina’s economy. “These investments in infrastructure help the state’s rural communities expand their capacity, leading to innovation and growth.”



About Rural Downtown Economic Development Grants
The Rural Downtown Economic Development Grants program provides grants to local governments to support downtown revitalization and economic development initiatives. These grants are intended to help local governments grow and leverage downtown districts as assets for economic growth, economic development, and prosperity by providing public improvements to help retain businesses and leverage main street assets for community-wide use.

About Wadesboro
Located in the heart of Anson County, the Town of Wadesboro is a vibrant community dedicated to providing high-quality public services, fostering economic development and maintaining a healthy environment for all residents.  As the county seat, Wadesboro serves as a hub for government, commerce and culture in the region. For more information, visit www.townofwadesboronc.gov. and click here to follow us on Facebook. 
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